International Cooperation & Mega Science
1) International S&T Cooperation (IS&TC)

Core Objective
Promote global collaboration in science, technology & innovation (STI)
Strengthen India’s research ecosystem through:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bilateral (country-to-country)
Multilateral (BRICS, EU, ASEAN etc.)
Thematic partnerships

Key Mechanisms:
Joint Calls for Proposals (India + partner country)
Research Fellowships & Exchange Programs
Workshops / Conferences / Training
Joint R&D Projects
👉 India has S&T cooperation agreements with 80+ countries

Relevance for Private Universities
✔ Eligible through:
Faculty participation
Institutional collaboration
✔ Opportunities:
Joint research with foreign universities
Faculty exchange / fellowships
International publications & exposure
✔ Common Examples:
India–Germany research calls
India–Japan collaboration
BRICS joint research programmes

Important Condition
Requires: Foreign partner institution, Strong proposal, Selection is highly competitive

✅ Your Action
Identify faculty with: Publications, International collaboration potential
Encourage: Joint proposals, Networking with foreign institutions
Source: https://dst.gov.in/international-st-cooperation 


2) Mega Facilities for Basic Research (MFBR)

Core Objective
Provide access to large-scale, advanced scientific facilities
Support high-end fundamental research

Examples of mega science facilities:
Particle accelerators
Synchrotron radiation sources
Laser research facilities
Gravitational wave observatories

How It Works
India participates in global mega science projects
DST supports:
Access to facilities
Participation in international experiments
Collaboration with leading institutions

Also linked with international projects like:
LIGO (Gravitational waves)
CERN-type collaborations

Relevance for Private Universities
✔ Indirect participation (important point):
Faculty can:
Collaborate with national labs / IITs
Join research teams
Access facilities through projects
✔ Suitable for: Physics, Material science, Advanced engineering

Important Limitation
Private universities:
❌ Cannot directly own or host such facilities
✔ Can participate through collaborations

✅ Your Action
Identify: High-quality research faculty
Encourage: Collaboration with IITs / national labs, Participation in mega science projects

Source: https://dst.gov.in/mega-facilities-basic-research-scheme  
